Lions Club Talk

Hanover Town Library Then and Now

Hanover Town Library Then and Now – Although it received its official name of Hanover Town Library in 1905, the library is now commonly referred to as the Etna Library to distinguish it from the Howe Library.   On the left, we have a historic photo of the Hanover Town Library and on the right is a contemporary photo by Doug Fraser for the 2004 Town of Hanover Calendar.  

According to the library’s 1999 mission statement: “The Hanover Town Library will be an active presence in the village, providing its services to the community in a personal manner while preserving its historic building.”  The library’s long range plan aims to maintain the historic value of the building while providing services that meet the current informational needs of the community.

The photos and information I am presenting this evening were obtained in preparation for the library’s celebration of its centennial birthday in August, 2005. Beth Vesley-Gross (who is with me today), Paula Berg and I researched the library’s history at Rauner Library on the Dartmouth Campus.  Tonight I would like to share with you some highlights of Etna’s Library’s one hundred years.

Fraser Photo of Etna Library - The Hanover Town Library is a true architectural gem.  In 1996, Frank J. Barrett Jr. succeeded in placing the Hanover Town Library into the National Register of Historic Places.

Morris Hayes  – One of my favorite photos of the Hanover Town Library is this one, taken around 1912.  This is a picture of Morris Hayes as a young child with his father, Almond Hayes.  Morris is the late husband of Mrs. Ethel Hayes who lives next door to the library.  When the library was built in 1905, it was constructed on land donated by the inhabitant of this farm house.  The land was only to be used for a library and if the building is no longer used as a library, it is to be returned to the owner of the house.

Time Line

Time Line

Here we have a Time Line of the important events in the library’s history.


1801 - The first Town Library was incorporated by special state charter. The collection moved from house to house as different members took charge.

1883 - The Etna Library and Debating Society formed. It paid one of its members $5 per year for housing the 300 books in the collection.

1899 - The books of the Library and Debating Society were combined with 100 books provided by the State of NH and donations from the Dartmouth Bookstore begin the library housed in Hayes Hall over "Charley's Store".

1904-05 - The town approved plans for the new one-room building, 25 x 33 feet, with ceiling vestibule and door of varnished hazelwood and with a separate vault. By a great cooperative effort of members of the community it was furnished more than adequately for the collection at that time.

The extent of community cooperation in building the library was shown in the trustee’s 1905 report:  They wrote:  “More than fifty trips were made, involving a total of nearly 500 miles, by one or more members of the Board to arrange for the work or to superintend it while in progress. One member freely gave the use of his team for this purpose, another prepared the plans and blueprints and made frequent visits, the local member closely supervised the work and gave much personal assistance day after day.” 



1932 - Electric lighting was installed at a cost to the town of $112.10 

1944 - The library was used for work on Red Cross surgical dressings

ca. 1970 - Indoor plumbing was installed and a new bathroom replaced the vault

At Present – The library circulated 8,920 items and was visited 4,729 times in the last fiscal year. 

Let’s take a look at Etna at the turn of the 20th century and the people whom the library served.

1916 Men’s Club Fair on the Etna Common – This is a photo of the 1916 Men’s Club Fair on the Etna Common.  Etna was a busy village at the time the library was built.  In fact Etna was commonly referred to as “Mill Village” as a result of the numerous small and varied mills that were clustered along Mill Brook.  On the table we have a map with Etna’s older buildings including residences, schoolhouse, fire station, mill sites, the Baptist Church and the library.

Etna School Children  –This photo of Etna school children and teachers was taken in 1898 just prior to the building of the library.  In 1906, Librarian T.W. Praddex reported:  “We are glad to notice that a majority of the young people are selecting many of the best and most educational books.”  

The Beginnings of the Library – Charley’s Store in Etna

Hayes Store – In doing our research, I was surprised to find that The Hanover Free Library existed before the library building was completed in 1905.  The library actually was opened to the public in Hayes Hall over “Charley’s Store” on Feb. 4, 1899.  According to the report of the library trustees, “More than fifty people were present on the opening day, and the library has since been well patronized.”  

Charles Hayes – This wonderful picture shows Charles W. Hayes, owner of the Hayes Store from 1883 to 1914.  Mr. Hayes’ duties were described as ‘Librarian of Etna Library, Dealer in Groceries, Provisions, Dry Goods, Crockery, Books, Etc.’ (Childs’ 1886 Grafton County Gazeteer describes, cited by Frank J. Barrett Jr. In Hanover, New Hampshire, Vol. II).

Building the Library

Robert Fletcher – Professor Robert Fletcher of Dartmouth College drew the blueprints for the construction of the Hanover Town Library.  Professor Fletcher’s contributions to Dartmouth College and the Town of Hanover are numerous and legendary:  He was the first professor of engineering at the Thayer School, director of the Thayer School of Engineering for 47 years, and director and president of the Hanover Water Works Company for almost forty years.  

Blueprint -  As  a member of the board of library trustees during the planning phase of the building, Robert Fletcher drew up a meticulous set of blueprints for a fee of nine dollars.  As the architect, he personally oversaw the construction of the building.  

Opening Day 1905

E.P. Storrs – Edward Payson Storrs, founder of the Dartmouth Bookstore, made a sizeable donation of books to start the library collection.   As you know, E.P. Storrs is a well-know figure is Hanover history.  Born in Hanover Center in 1842, Storrs was a representative in the state legislature for the year 1892-3, served as selectman of the town for eighteen consecutive years (1893-1910) and was precinct commissioner for three years.  He was superintendent of the Water Works from its beginning in 1893 until his death.

E.P. Storrs Speech - Here is the handwritten speech that Edward Storrs (1842-1916) presented at the dedication ceremony for the Hanover Town Library.  This event took place at the Old Home Day celebration in 1905.  
Professor Foster, founder of Dartmouth’s History Department also gave a dedication speech at the opening ceremony.  Professor Foster told the assembled people:  “To these free public libraries we must look to do much that is needed to make our experiment in democracy successful.  The library must do its part in making school-children more intelligent, the voter more judicious, the social life of farm and village more decent, the intellectual life of the average man and woman more vigorous and wholesome.”

The first two librarians at the Hanover Town Library in it’s new  building were Thomas W. Praddex and upon his death, his wife, Nettie Praddex.

Acquisitions Book – This is the cover page of an early acquisitions book in which the librarian recorded books as they were purchased.  This acquisitions book is signed by the first Hanover Town Librarian, Thomas W. Praddex.  Mr.  Praddex was hired in 1902 , presided over the move into the new building in the spring of 1906 and was librarian until his death in 1910.  

Nettie Praddex – Hanging in a prominent spot in the library is this portrait of  Mrs. Thomas W. (Nettie) Praddex,.  Nettie J. Praddex became the second librarian of the Town Library at her husbands death in 1910 and served in that position until 1930.  

In the 1930 town report, Nettie Praddex reported:  “By request of the teachers of the town schools and arrangement with the librarian, thirty books, -- more or less -- were selected especially for use in prescribed courses of reading by pupils of the various grades.  In general, a considerable proportion of all the books purchased have been chosen in the interest of young folks”.

The War Years at Etna Library (Show Flag)

Robert Calvin Trumbull – Tragically, Etna lost five young men in WWII, including Robert Calvin Trumbull, the son of Mr. and Mrs. Myron Trumbull.  He is shown here in front of the Hanover Town Library in 1945.  An aviation mechanic in the Army Air Corps, he died in service on May 20, 1945 and was buried in the Hanover Cemetery with full military honors.
 In 1944, the Trustees of the Hanover Town Library wrote in the Annual report of the Selectmen of the Town of Hanover, ”The Hanover Town Library has been open ninety-seven days this year.  The number of books loaned has been slightly smaller. . .  This fact is not surprising when we realize the extra amount of work everyone is called upon to do in these days of war.  The library is still being used every Thursday for the work on Red cross surgical dressings.”   On the table, we have the red cross flag that was flown at the library when people gathered to make bandages for the soldiers.

The War Years and Beyond 

Katherine Spencer – A favorite picture in the Etna Library is that of Miss Katherine Spencer, librarian from 1935-53.  The town report for 1948 shows that the library was open two afternoons a week, Wednesday and Saturday.  In the summer of that year Miss Spencer began a summer reading club for the youth of the town, called the “Cowboy Club of Etna”.

Miss Spencer wrote of the library’s history in a letter to Margaret Beck McCallum in 1960 and mentioned some interesting old books in the library’s vault including Godey’s Ladies book and a leather bound book of the Acts of Congress, many signed Approved, G. Washington, President.

Inside the Hanover Town Library Then and Now

Library Interior – This is an undated early photo of the Etna Library.  The Etna Library interior has remained largely unchanged except for the absence of the wood stove.  Most of the original furniture remains, including all the items inventoried in the 1906 Report of the Trustees as a donation from E.H. Wright valued at $140 -  a solid oak desk, office chair, eight-foot table, six chairs, and an umbrella stand.  Visitors to the library frequently comment on the beautiful woodwork of ceilings, shelves and cupboards.

Clock 1 Waterbury and Carl Diener – Visitors to the library also often comment on the beautiful clock on the wall in the children’s section.  This clock was made by the Waterbury Clock Company, one of the many Connecticut clock manufacturers that started in the mid 19th century.  It is a Waterbury model 67 regulator, a model first made in 1912.  The clock contains a new innovation of that time in that it uses two balanced weights to run a single time gear train.  The benefit of this design is that the clock won’t miss a beat while the one weight is being wound up because the other weight is driving the movement during the winding.

The clock was cleaned and the antique parts were repaired in 2000 by Carl Diener of New Life Clockworks.  We were pleasantly surprised to find at that time that it has a lovely soft ticking sound but no chime.

The Hanover Town Library – Historical Landmark and Up-To-Date Services 
Modern Photo:  Although it is a historical landmark, the Etna Library has kept up with the times in providing services to the community.  The library provides Internet access for the public.  It  has its own web page where you can preview upcoming programs from your home computer.

Etna Library Books, recorded books, and videos are all listed on the Howe Library’s online catalog.  We share our collection with the Howe Library, with a courier delivering books between the two libraries.  In addition, we obtain books for our patrons from other libraries through Interlibrary Loan.

Story Time Slide- Story time programs for children are held twice weekly –on Tuesdays for children 3 to 6 years, and  on Fridays for children under 3 years.  

Mother and Child Slide – These preschool programs provide a special time for adults and young children to enjoy books together.  Additional programs are held throughout the year for school children.  

Library Interior - The Etna Library sponsors a monthly book group for adults.   Book group members meet monthly to discuss a book selection around the library’s original eight-foot table.  Adult patrons also enjoy our annual Mud Season Reading Program with visits by local authors.  Also very popular are the Etna Library Community Picnics.  People bring their own picnic supper - Library volunteers provide delicious desserts.  All of these programs are listed on the library’s website.

Float Photo/Back of Float – The Etna Library float, constructed by library trustee Tom Jacobs, is displayed at the annual Hanover Center Fair and the Hanover Fourth of July Parade.  The float is a large wooden book with a picture of the Hanover Town Library.  The title painted on the front reads: The Library on the Hill.

Acknowledgements

Thank you very much for your interest in the Hanover Town Library. I have very much enjoyed sharing with you the history of the library and the community that it has served for the past one hundred years.  The Centennial Committee, Etna Library Trustees and I would like to invite you to our Centennial Birthday party for fun, games and refreshments.  The party will be held on Saturday, Sept. 24 from 3 to 5 pm.  Activities will be held inside the library and in Mrs. Hayes’ field next to it.  We hope to see you there!

